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How to use this practical tool for forgiveness?
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Forgiveness is the center of our salvation and our Christian life. It wasn’t easy for
Jesus Christ to provide forgiveness for us and it is not easy for us to forgive others.
Of course, when we are saved and have Holy Spirit living in our hearts, it is easier,
but we still need to work on forgiving and forgetting until the day that we look like
the children of our father in heaven. (Matthew 5:45)
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During my forty years of walking with the Lord, I realized that even when we
follow God’s instruction about forgiveness between Christians, which we rarely
practice in the churches these days, (Matthew 18:14-17), one of the reasons we
have difficulty forgiving is our fear of helping injustice in the world. Another
reason is the fear of giving wrong impression about who was at fault. So, we think
that it is not fair to let people who hurt us off the hook and if we forgive them
temporarily, we will think about it over and over and self-talk about it over and
over and we don’t let it go away. If thinking about it still hurts us, we have never

forgiven the person, but if it doesn’t hurt, still it can be a block for us to live a free
life.
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I made this tool mainly for Christians to write in the blanks their thoughts about
anybody who has hurt them and keep it in a safe and private place and try to let go
of the thought by thinking that they kept the record, but not in their mind. So, they
can release their mind’s energy to be used by God and allow their thoughts to be
captive to Christ. Then they don’t have to talk about it to themselves, others, or
post it for a public judgement. In this way, after a while being free from those
thoughts, when you get back and read what you wrote, usually you see it more
objectively and you see your faults clearer too and the whole thing seems silly to
think about anymore and probably you tear them up and you forgive yourself too.
If reading them still hurts you, again forgive them and put them aside and go on
free till next time that you decide to read them again and forgive them again even if
you need to do so seventy times seven. (Matthew 18: 21-35)



“One 1n a Thousand”
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I found one upright man among a thousand,
but not one upright woman among them all.
Ecclesiastes 7:28
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Jesus said; “I am the truth, the way, and the life!” This is a big claim a person can
make and big claims can easily be dismissed. But not so fast, because God is true
and his word is the only truth. I found out this fact over and over during my seven-
decade journey in this world. These days I am interested in rocks such as agates
and jeods, and cutting them to see amazing beauty in each one of them, which
can’t be seen just passing by. Jesus said: “I tell you that out of these stones God can
raise up children for Abraham.” (Luke 3:8 and Galatians 3:29). And when the
religious leaders asked him to make people quiet and stop them from praising him,
he said; “I tell you, if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” (Luke 19: 40)

JauqmQAUJ\AU'I;\J\.a\:\é\wquztc\é)c}ajs\qﬁ\f}\@ﬁ}eaﬁ@ud\j\éﬁw
e 0 s by Dl gl JKE (e dn g 3 S ) e g Cuma | el jaldd )y g akalay adldag
S0 1T ) e ¥ Glada Jal) (Suliy 4LE) L33 ol O 355 L 1 se sald Ly ok el



0 535003 3 G (e seadie G2 A0S ja QA ) aS il S ey Ko aia ) (VY Y Lida
AL L ad Ll cCagl s 58 480 S e pen |y 4ed 5 il A

I was one of those stones when he found me and had interest in me. He let me
tumble in the river for seven decades and all along he loved me, watched me, and
shaped me. When he saw the rays of his beauty in me, he called me more precious
than rubies. (perhaps a painite?) (Proverbs 31:10 and 3:15, Zephaniah 3:17). He
chose some others and he was quite specific about each one and at the end he came
back and collected all of us to be with him.
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While tumbling in the river, I saw many things that I have to share with you. Who
knows, maybe when you see him, you know him more and understand why he
claimed what he claimed. Along the river, I saw the clays that resisted the potter,
stones that resisted being shaped by the mason, I saw the trees that boasted to their
logger. I saw those self-made, who worshiped their creator and those who were
self-made and thanked God and others for the opportunity. I saw floods and I saw
famines. [ saw wars and peace. I saw people going along the river, kings and
priests, rich and poor, beggar and cheerful giver. Many times, I saw cruelty and
kindness beyond my imagination. I saw people who looked back to see where the
river started, those anxious to see where the river will end up, and those who just
wanted to camp wherever they liked. I saw men, women, and those who were
confused about their gender, but children were my favorites. They were playful and
curious, simple and faithful, and loving and forgiving.
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Along the river, | saw people from every race, culture, and language who were
walking carefully and those who ran and stepped on anything to get ahead. I saw
their fear out of lack of love, their pride out of selfishness, their competitions out of
jealousy, and their coveting out of love of the world and I thought, who can stand
that? [ saw people who kept law religiously and I saw lawlessness. I saw people’s
love and grace and I saw their hate and revenge. And each one of those people
proved to me that God is true and his word is the only truth.
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This is the story of some men and women who lived along the river and proved
that God was right when he said through king Solomon “I found one upright man
among a thousand, but not one upright woman among them all.” Of course, God’s
word is more mysterious than | can talk about and I am sure it has wonderful,
deeper meanings for both men and women. But to me, even superficially it
matches what [ saw and more and more as we got closer to the end of this river.

I don’t know when and where the river started, probably from long way above.
Some say millions of years ago and some say just a decade of thousands when
people came to existence. I don’t see the end of the river either, but I can tell that it
can’t go very far from here. Some say very soon and some say not so soon and



even some don’t care to predict it. Even for seven decades and feeling like living
many lives, still it seems like I have been travelling just an inch in this river. But
that doesn’t matter, because the purpose and quality of the journey is more
important than the length of it. Plus, my life and what I saw was so eye opening,
precious, and colorful that even with so much pain, suffering, and persecution it
was worthy of being experienced.
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Well, as I was saying, I observed and meditated on the behavior of many people
passing by. It was important to me and the center of my journey to learn about
people. I was trying to understand their understanding of the river and of
themselves. I was trying to find out what their goal and purpose of walking along
the river was. Just to survive or more? And how they related to each other along
the way to reach their purpose in their dew like life.
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She was definitely not upright in the eyes of her daughter or her daughter’s
children, who were brain washed with these lies. The best and at the most gracious
moment they only could have pity on her and justify that she didn’t know better. 1
knew our creator enough to know that he saw her heart and her trying to have
integrity. But, I wish, this woman’s story didn’t end in her defamation. She was



defamed enough to be only a statistic easy to be forgotten. But God’s thoughts,
views, and plans are different than people.

a2 Sl L) 6 A 048 238 (e S8 () Gl kb 4y s

.....................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

g ol sl QB Ladlg 58 &1 ol e pase salsa 50 Col (Sai) jda an S o S

I was thinking what a different life they would have experienced if they both were
truly upright.
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I happened to observe her private communications with people along her journey
and I was amazed how throughout years of deceiving people, she had become so
expert that she herself believed her own lies. She thought she was upright, but a
victim. She thought she could even do better if she was raised in a different
environment. But regardless of her deception and deceiving others to save her face,
there were still people who knew she was far from upright.
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Wow! Sometimes I think how powerful a deceiving mind can be in order to
prevent you from seeing the truth and having passion for others. Of course, this
woman was not the only one I saw with victim mentality. As a matter of fact, there
were few without. These days, it is fashionable to be a part of “me too” movement.
That reminds me of another woman who like many others thought women have
always been victims of men throughout the history. She herself was upright neither
in people’s nor in God’s eyes.
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Even this woman’s mother couldn’t call her upright.
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Along the river I saw defamation of many but defamation of two kind of women
was so unjustly, step mom and mother-in-law, especially step-moms. The
unfairness is because when two people meet, they both start from zero with equal
chance to get to know each other. But in case of step mom and mother-in-law, they
start below zero with way unequal chance of being known as a person. No wonder,
because people from childhood read almost nine hundred books about evil step
moms and innocent step children. So, that became a common assumption, even
though sometimes those stories come true.
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Oh, I remembered, way up the river before I saw all these women, there were a
couple of friends, two school girls,
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Both of them thought of themselves moral and as upright as a human can be. But I
know that at least one person didn’t think so, their childhood best friend.
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I saw so many more women passing by, most of them claiming to be a victim of
the world system, either by God or men and at some points of their lives came out
of the closet and joined “me too!” movement. What surprised me was the same
women who called themselves a victim or feminist, whatever the real meaning of
the word was or whatever it meant to them, they not only were at war with men,
but they also victimized other women whenever they got a chance. All along the
river, | didn’t see a woman that was known to be upright.
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I also saw many men along the river, mostly loud and rough, being bad boys
chasing girls all their lives, but there were also some gentlemen. God created men
as well as the women very good. They were free to choose and make decisions. So,
God watched them closely and said: “There is no one righteous, not even

one; there 1s no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have
turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does

good, not even one.” Romans 3:10-12, Psalm 14: 1-3 After what I have seen, |
totally agree with God. Not that I didn’t believe him in the first place, but now I
have proof of it too.
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However, all along the river and most of the times I saw that men were leading

people, either as kings and presidents, or priests and mullahs. Or some sort of
leaders, direct or indirect, one way or another, people chose them over women. To
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choose a leader, they had to approve that they were upright. So, once in a thousand
so do speak, a man was approved by most people to be upright and their leader and
who knew their private life and how transparent they were. Once in a while their
true face came to the light and so what, people being people forgot it as fast as they
forget what they had for dinner last night. So, life goes on and the man stays
upright in the eyes of his fans. I remember when they brought an adulterer woman
to Jesus, they called her unrighteous and tried to force Jesus to do the same. So,
they can stone her. I think the man who did adultery with that woman, was one of
those “one in a thousand” that they didn’t want to bring him for the same
judgement. Jesus implied that neither of them were righteous and upright.
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Maybe he was admired as an honest businessman in his community, but his family
didn’t think of him as upright, because they didn’t get any time, love, and attention
that they desperately needed from him while they were growing up.
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Like most people he had created his own standards for integrity, which was not
necessarily accepted by his family or by God. He was happy that his name was
among uprights in the newspaper of the town as one in a thousand.
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What happened to younger generation along the river that just after a little turn,
they created so many boundaries for their family members? The boundaries made
by wives for husbands and by children for parents and by Government to validate

them. In the past and up the river these unthinkable boundaries could make people
shocked.
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Thinking about this man, took me to the beginning of the river where God created
Adam and Eve. Adam was responsible for protecting them from evil. Of course, he
shared the rules with Eve that they were not supposed to eat from one tree among
all. But either he or Eve had changed the rule and she said to the snake that they
were not even supposed to touch it. Actually, she broke both rules, God’s and
theirs. What was Adam supposed to do? If he didn’t eat the fruit Eve offered him,
he would still be guilty, because they had already become one. And what would
have the punishment been? Could it be that Eve would have been cast out by
herself and God would have created another Eve for Adam? We don’t know, but if
we really want to know, God will show us (Psalm 25:14). I think what happened
would have happened even if he didn’t eat the fruit, because she had already eaten
it.
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I think the only way they could have been spared was if Adam was serious enough
about God’s rule that, not only he didn’t give in to her offer against God’s word,
but he somehow stopped her from disobeying God. Maybe he could communicate
that she couldn’t put him in the corner by making the decision herself without
respecting his thoughts after acting on it. After all, they were one and God had told
Adam the rules before Eve even came to the picture. He was the responsible one in
God’s eyes and he should have had the authority to initiate the decision or check
Eve’s decisions. Maybe that is why people these days more and more prefer being
partners than marrying, because both of them want to have authority over their
lives without being responsible for becoming one. But they don’t know that in
God’s eyes authority and responsibility goes hand in hand and they share the
responsibility as Adam and Eve did.
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I saw another man,

...................................................................................................

...................................................................................................
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[ am just a stone tumbling along the river. What do I know? But even I can see that
beating up and abusing anybody that God has trusted you to put them in your care
is an abomination.
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Truly truly, Character is the fruit that we know the tree by them. A good tree
doesn’t bring bad fruit. The problem is the tree doesn’t have a mirror if it is not
close enough to the river.
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.....................................................................................................................................

I saw many more men along the river, but none of them was upright in God’s eyes.
By this time, I had lost my hope to see anybody upright at all. Then it got worse
and I saw another man,

...................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

15



g o b iy aSdy o (oe ) A LaSLidn | ) gl sl il aS aiS aa ) (S Gl 40 123 4S
S eol e i bad ) b il Pl ke

God have mercy on this one that not only his lust takes him to the wrong place in
eternity, but spreading his spiritual disease takes many with him.
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Everybody, men and women, thought of themselves as upright regardless of
others’ view of them.
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As for women, not so much visible and not so much credited, criticized and
blamed for any problem, being put down and mostly not counted, were all
considered troublemakers and not upright. Yes, in the beginning of the river when
there was only a woman, she gave in to the deception of the snake. But some men
along the way took it even further to cover up their own responsibility in that
famous original deception and said; “If you want to sanctify the world, you need to
destroy both the snake and the woman.” And this became a saying and doing for
some cultures that for many years they even buried baby girls alive as soon as they
were born.
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As for men, once in a while, maybe one in a thousand, there was a man acting as a

leader, credited for upright among other men and trusted for his leadership. After
all people had to vote for somebody upright to lead them in their community. So,
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the wisest man in the world was searching and observing what is going on among
people and said; “while I was still searching but not finding, I found one upright
man among a thousand, but not one upright woman among them all. This only have
I found: God created mankind upright, but they have gone in search of many
schemes.” Ecclesiastics 7:28, 29
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But that Friday around two thousand years ago in human time and history, but
actually once in eternity, everything about being upright changed and “it was done
and finished”. Humanity’s unrighteousness was covered by the righteousness of
God and from then on it wasn’t people who decided who could get credit for being
upright, but it was between each person and God to cover and accept to be covered
by God’s righteousness. It was done and finished by Jesus, a baby born in a
manger, God came and lived among us, Emmanuel. Through this birth women also
can be saved if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety (1 Timothy
2: 15). Now people can say that being upright or not is not matter of statistics (“one
in a thousand”), but it is based on what is written in God’s book of life. The book
that 1s more like an inventory of his jewels.
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As the river came to the end, I saw Jesus again. I hadn’t seen him since he died on
the cross when he was thirty-three years old and resurrected after three days and
showed up to women at first and then to men and among them. He ascended to
heaven after forty days. Wow! He came back and he was collecting the shiny
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stones like rubies and sapphires, diamonds and so on along the river. He wanted us
for his crown. He was getting ready to claim his kingdom. After all he was, is and
will be the rightful king of kings and lord of lords who finished the job and is the
only one who can transform people to be upright and making them fit for being
citizens in his kingdom. Maranatha!
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