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The Bridegroom Is Coming!

(Matthew 25:3-13)

Author: Dr. Sima Pirooz

What kind of people ought you to be?

“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a
roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it
will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of
people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives.” (2 Peter 3:10-11 NIV)
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Come to Jesus, He drank from the cup of God’s wrath, so we can
drink from the cup of God’s life.

(Isaiah 51:22)
&
(1 Corinthians 11:23-33)
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Stick to Jesus and you neither lose your balance nor will be lost!

It is the Lord your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his
commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him. (Deuteronomy 13:4 N1V)
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Introduction

For a long time, it has been in my heart to write about the difference between leading
God’s people with all your heart, being a shepherd like Jesus, who laid his life for
His sheep, as opposed to those who come as a wolf in sheep’s clothing. (John 10)
Seeing what is going on in this fast-paced spinning world and even in churches that
Is shaking off all the refreshing drops of morality and spirituality and collects all the
dust of old humanity and made-up spirituality, I couldn’t wait longer. This sense
became stronger when | saw that the politics has entered into the churches and the
pulpits are used to promote political goals, candidates and attacking their opponents,
while our fight is not supposed to be with flesh and blood. Satan will be happy when
we are involved with these kinds of fights, because they give him more control in
our lives (Ephesians 6:12, 13 NIV) So, like Paul, I also want to tell the believers;
“See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy,
which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world
rather than on Christ.” (Colossians 2:8 NIV) Because; “The Spirit clearly says that
in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things
taught by demon.” (1 Timothy 4:1) Plus, with end times prophesies coming true,
especially in Iran (Jeremiah 49:34-39) with revival and the increase in new born
again Christians with the need for mature leaders, | was motivated to pass on what |
have learned about false shepherds to others who might need it. This is not just for
the sake of believers, but also to glorify His name in my writings and the need in my
heart for His joy. Sometimes when | read the Bible and get to the verses about what
God is thinking about the leaders, it makes me literally shake, being overpowered
with a sense of responsibility that He has given us as His children. Then tears flow
from my eyes and | pour my heart out to Him, asking for forgiveness for us all and
join Ezra, Nehemiah, and Daniel saying:

Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who
love him and keep his commandments, you are righteous, but I am too ashamed of
our sins against you. Not because of our righteousness, but because of your great
mercy and grace forgive us, lead us to your paths, and empower us with Holy Spirit!
For your sake, my God, do not delay, because your people bear your Name. (Ezra
9:6,7 NIV) (Nehemiah 1:5-8 NIV) (Daniel 9:4-19 NIV)
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Protect your flock both in snowy, rainy, and sunny days!

“Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own
household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” (1 Timothy 5:8 NIV)
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“Love your neighbor as yourself!” (Mark 12:30-31 NIV)
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But The Pharisees!

But the Pharisees and the experts in the law (God’s law) rejected God's purpose for
themselves. Luke 7:30 NIV

Jesus said: “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
(Matthew 16:6 NIV). But what was Jesus talking about and who were the Pharisees
and Sadducees? During Jesus’s time on earth, Jews were living in Israel, and they
had a temple to worship the true God, Jehovah. The first temple was built by
Solomon and later was destroyed by the Babylonians. It was rebuilt by Zerubbabel
the governor of Jerusalem, who was a Persian Jew, and by Ezra and Nehemiah
according to the decrees of the Persian kings Cyrus the Great, Artaxerxes, and Darius
the second. Later, it was renovated by Herod. During that time Jews lived under the
Roman Empire’s authority, but they still could worship in the temple and in the way
of their ancestors led by their priests. A group of seventy Pharisee and Sadducee
priests who had the highest esteem among all priests was known as the Sanhedrin.
The Sanhedrin had the power to direct and manage all of the priests and Levites at
the temple. There were two ideologies among them. Pharisees believed in angels,
heaven, hell and resurrection and Sadducees didn’t. They constantly debated over
these issues, but when it came to dealing with Jesus, they were united in opposing
His claims.

The Bible says that Pharisees and Sadducees were constantly testing, asking
questions, and challenging Jesus’s claims, knowledge, and authority for the purpose
of defeating Him. But each time, His wise responses defeated their attempts. When
Jesus told his disciples to be on their guard against the yeast of Pharisees and
Sadducees, they thought he was talking about the yeast that they used in bread. But
He was talking about the teaching of Pharisees and Sadducees. (Matthew 16:1-13
NIV).

Pharisees and Sadducees were responsible for teaching God’s law and His word to
His people and they knew the law of Torah and the prophets and all the Old
Testament, because they had been trained in it all their lives. However, what Jesus
was talking about was not only teaching the word, but also doing it. “Jesus said to
the crowds and to his disciples: The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in
Moses’ seat. So, you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do
what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.” (Matthew 23:1-3 NIV)
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And what Jesus was talking about was not only teaching the word and doing it but
doing it with an obedient humble heart. He said: “Two men went up to the temple to
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and
prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers,
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. | fast twice a week and give a tenth of all
I get.” “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to
heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner. “I tell you
that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be
exalted.” (Luke 18:10-14 NIV) And Peter said, “Humble yourselves, therefore under
the mighty hand of God, so that at the proper time he may exalt you.” (1 Peter 5:6
NIV)

The Pharisee in the parable didn’t see himself as Jesus saw him. He was pleased with
himself, both knowing God’s word and doing it, but what he was lacking was a
humble heart that could make all his knowing and doing worth more than a religion,
duty, and rituals. The tax collector didn’t need to earn his justification by doing
religious acts. He knew he was a sinner, and he was ashamed of it, and he was
repenting. His humble heart drew God’s attention who justified him, so he was
enabled to start acting on God’s word from his heart and not out of duty. This was
something that Pharisee didn’t have, but he didn’t see it as a problem. Jesus said: “If
you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see,
your guilt remains. (John 9:41 NIV) And He told his disciples that, “Unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will
certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:20 NIV)

In the world’s view Pharisees certainly were not blind and living in darkness,
because they could see with their physical eyes and they were educated and qualified
to read and teach God’s word, the light of the world. But the sight that Jesus was
talking about was spiritual sight and discernment. The righteousness and its power
that gets us to the kingdom of heaven is something that is not meant to be seen by
our physical eyes. But those who can see it in spirit are those who are in tune with
the Holy Spirit. Because their heart is obedient to God, they can respond to Jesus
Christ properly knowing He is the way, the truth and the life. They seek the truth for
sake of their love for God and their longing to please Him. So, they find Him in Jesus
Christ. This is called spiritual discernment that the Pharisees didn’t have because
their hearts and eyes were only set on how to look good and respectful, pleasing
themselves. In other words, Jesus’s warning wasn’t about their behavior but about
their reason and motivation that caused them not to respond to Him properly as the
Son of God. On the contrary, there was a blind man who could see when Jesus met
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and touched him not only physically but spiritually. He could discern who Jesus was.
In John 9:11, 17, 38 this person grew in seeing Jesus as He is, and he believed in
Him.

“I don’t believe it if I can’t see it!” Does it sound familiar? Although we hear this
from so many people these days, the fact is there are so many invisible powers in the
world and right under our nose that we can neither see nor deny. Once in a while we
become aware of them and then we believe them even if we don’t see them. One day
after dinner, my husband and I were walking in our neighborhood when a little dog
from a house ran out barking his head off. Thinking he was a watch dog, he ran
toward us and suddenly stopped one foot before reaching us. He sat quietly looking
at us. The owner came out pleased, “Well, well, well, what about that?”’. They had
just installed an invisible fence, and it was working. Years ago, if somebody told me
that one day an invisible fence would protect me from a dog, | would have definitely
been laughing.

Another time, | was standing on our porch when a strong mysterious wind started to
blow. Of course, | couldn’t see the wind, but I could hear and feel it coming from
the East side and later the West side of the porch. I could see that the flower pots fell
down one after another by the power of the wind in any direction it blew. That
reminded me of Nicodemus, a pharisee, unlike most of them, who went to Jesus with
an open heart seeking the truth and Jesus said; “The wind blows wherever it pleases.
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So,
it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8 NIV) He was talking about invisible
power of Spirit.

There are so many invisible, but powerful forces around us that influence the quality
of our lives in this world and the world to come: the power of mind and art of
Imagination, both negative and positive; the power of the mind under the Holly
Spirit; the power of life and death in the tongue; the power of our mind on our tongue
and the power of our tongue on our actions and eventually on our destiny; the power
of kids over parents and parents over kids; the power of words on shaping people’s
personality and their community; the power of words in curses and blessings; the
power of different teachings; the power of peer pressure; the power of family leaders
and members; the power of culture; the power of dedicating your mind to God’s
word; the power of discerning and seeing by faith not by sight - like Job, who said;
“I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth. And
after my skin has been destroyed, yetin my flesh (heavenly body) | will see God; |
myself will see him with my own eyes (spiritual) I, and not another. How my heart
yearns within me!” (Job 19:26-27 NIV)
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Jesus told His disciples what He was thinking about the Pharisees and Sadducees;
“They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s shoulders,
but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. Everything they do
Is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their
garments long; they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats
in the synagogues; they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to
be called ‘Rabbi’ by others. (Matthew 23:4-7 NIV) They liked the visible power of
this world. They were religious and extremist, but they neither had a relationship
with the true God, nor were interested in knowing Him. They felt their position was
threatened by Jesus and they were trying to save their worldly power with any cost.
Even today, when people have their own agenda, it doesn’t matter what you say or
what you do, it will be no win situation each time you tell them the truth. Unless you
agree with their agenda, they oppose you. Jesus had His eyes on glorifying His
Father and didn’t share the passion of glorifying people or even glorifying Himself.
He said, “Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my
teaching comes from God or whether | speak on my own. Whoever speaks on their
own does so to gain personal glory, but he who seeks the glory of the one who sent
him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him. Has not Moses given you the
law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?”” (John 7:17-
20 NI1V) Jesus Christ is God’s word which became flesh (John 1:1-5) and He himself
did whatever he taught people. That is why His teaching was and is powerful and
not like the Pharisees. “The crowds were amazed at His teaching, because he taught
as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.” (Matthew 7:28, 29
NIV) The Holy Spirit gives this authority and powerful teaching and preaching to
the leaders who, like Jesus, teach the true word of God, do it themselves, and do it
with all their heart in spirit and truth and with love.

Jesus had so many interactions with Pharisees and warned His disciples about their
teachings (their motivations, words, and deeds). When John the Baptist was
baptizing people with the baptism of repentance, Pharisees also even went to be
baptized, but John the Baptist discerned their wrong motivation and ask them to
repent truly. However, it seems that most of them neither repented, nor were
baptized. Of course, some of them did. Joseph and Nicodemus are the most famous
ones and were among His disciples who buried Jesus after He died on the cross.
(Matthew 3:5-8 NIV) (Luke 7:29-30 NIV) (Luke 23:50-53 NIV) (John 19:38-40
NIV)

Jesus also in other words warned the disciples about the wolves in sheep’s skin, false
prophets. He said that you will know them by their fruits. He meant by their
godly/ungodly morals and character. For any kind of leader, it is not as much their
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policies that God cares about, but their character. Because after all He is the ultimate
king and He has the last word. (Romans 13:1) As Proverbs 19:21 says; “Many are
the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” So, what
leaders are responsible for in the first place is building their own character and that
is the fruit they can be known by. (Matthew 7:15-23 NIV)

But what were the signs of the Pharisees’ wrong motivation and their yeast, so do
speak? Let’s walk through some steps they took to get our answer.

But Pharisees heard. What did they hear? They heard that Jesus did miracles and
cast out demons. (Matthew 12:24 NIV)

But Pharisees thought. What did they think? They thought “Who was that
blasphemer, who claimed to forgive sins. Only God could forgive sins.” (Luke 5:21
NIV)

But Pharisees became angry. What they become angry about? They were angry
because they didn’t know what to do with Jesus. (Luke 6:11 NIV)

But Pharisees complained. What did they complain about? They complained about
Jesus hanging out and eating with the sinners. (Luke 5:30 NIV)

But Pharisees didn’t understand. What didn’t they understand? They didn’t
understand the meaning of the parable and that Jesus was talking about them and
warning them. (John 10:1-6 NIV)

But Pharisees rejected. What did they reject? They rejected God's purpose for
themselves, because they had not been baptized by John. (Luke 7:30 NIV)

But Pharisees said. What did they say? They said it was by the prince of demons
that Jesus drove out demons. (They were cursing and denying the Holy Spirit)
(Matthew 9:34 NIV)

But Pharisees went. Where did they go? They went to consult how to kill Jesus.
(Matthew 12:14 NIV) (John 11:47-53 NIV) and not only Him, but also Lazarus, the
one who He rose from death. (John 12:10-11 NIV)

But Pharisees believed all these. What did they believe? They believed in the
resurrection, Heaven and hell and angels and the whole Torah and the prophets.
(Acts 23:8 NIV)
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But Pharisees caused people to backslide. Who did they cause to backslide? Many
even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would
not openly acknowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue.
(John 12:42 NIV) (John 11:57 NIV) Of course a person’s heart condition is always
the main reason for them to choose between the fear of the Lord or fear of the man
and people stumble. Jesus said: “Woe to the world because of the things that cause
people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the person through whom
they come!” (Matthew 18:7 NIV) (Romans 14:13 NIV)

In these steps, we see the signs of the Pharisees’ wrong motivation. They said they
believed in the truth, and they were waiting for it. But when they heard about it and
they thought about it, they became angry and complained. They didn’t understand it
and rejected it. They misunderstood it and tried to destroy it. And finally, they caused
people to backslide, and they rejected God’s will for themselves.

When you trust the Lord unconditionally, you please Him. Imagine as a selfless,
sacrificial parent that you didn’t keep anything even your life for sake of your child,
but the child trusts your enemy’s voice and doubts your love and leaves you. After
a while with all the pain you went through, when your child realizes the truth, he
comes back. Then you become happy, but you can understand why Jesus said to
Thomas, “blessed are those who have not seen yet have believed.” (John 20:29 NIV)

Another example is a man called Simon the sorcerer in New Testament who wasn’t
a Jew, but from Samaria. Unlike those leaders who believed, but the fear of the
Pharisees caused them to backslide, he wasn’t scared of rejection by Pharisees. In
this case his pride and wrong motivation ruined the steps he took toward true faith
and prevented him to be empowered by the Holy Spirit to do wonderful things for
God. Even when he was rebuked, his repentance didn’t seem genuine and from his
own heart. It was just an apology to Peter for his business-like request. And even
that is not clear if it was genuine apology, because he didn’t repent directly to God
and he wanted Peter to be the mediator.

“For some time, a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed
all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, and all the people,
both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly
called the Great Power of God.” They followed him because he had amazed them
for a long time with his sorcery. But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the
good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized,
both men and women. Simon himself believed in and was baptized. And he followed
Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.”” When
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Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered
them money and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my
hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” Peter answered: “May your money perish with
you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no
part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. Repent of
this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having
such a thought in your heart. For | see that you are full of bitterness and captive to
sin.” Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said
may happen to me.” (Acts 8:9-13, 18-24 NIV)

After Jesus warned His disciples about the Pharisees’ teaching (words, actions, and
attitudes) He told them what they must do instead: “But you are not to be called
‘Rabbi,” for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. And do not call anyone
on earth ‘father,” for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor are you to be
called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you
will be your servant. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted.” (Matthew 23:8-12) He was actually saying that
the unseen world’s rules are different than the world seen. It is invisible, but more
powerful, because it comes from eternity, where our heavenly father is.

Then He said what Pharisees and Sadducees will get for their worldly attitude and
actions in their leadership.

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door
of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will
you let those enter who are trying to. “Even now we sometimes hear of a pastor in a
megachurch turning out to be a false shepherd, teacher, or prophet and people
claiming they committed sins against their sheep. People exit the church, and God
knows how many of them participate in any church again or even if they do, how
long it takes for them to gain their trust back if they haven’t lost their faith.

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land
and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them twice
as much a child of hell as you are.” Even now we see evangelists who go around the
world and preach good news and all they care is reporting the number of converts
for their own glory and they pay little attention to making people disciples of Jesus
Christ. If the numbers of the converts reported by all the evangelists were true, the
whole world must have been saved by now. But as Jesus said; “Enter through
the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction,
and many enter. Matthew 7:13, 14 NIV)
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“Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it means
nothing” but anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by that oath.’
You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred?
You also say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but anyone who
swears by the gift on the altar is bound by that oath.” You blind men! Which is
greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? Therefore, anyone who
swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. And anyone who swears by
the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. And anyone who swears by
heaven swears by God’s throne and by the one who sits on it.” Here Jesus meant that
they not only put the worldly matters that are less important above the eternal and
heavenly matters, which are much greater and more important, also they switch the
importance of them. (Jeremiah 2:13) These days we also see some leaders in their
teaching and preaching emphasize on politics and worldly issues more than spiritual
matters to build up the character of believers in the likeness of Jesus. Jesus said since
they are blind, but they think they can see, their sin remains. (John 9:39-41 NIV)
This reminds me of when people encouraged by the Pharisees politic chose Barabbas
over Jesus. Barabbas was a leader of rebels against the Romans, who ruled over Jews
in Jerusalem. They fought to bring Israel back to her glory and make her great again.
But Jesus, in resisting the pressure people put on Him to be their earthly king said;
“My kingdom is not of this world.” Simon the zealot must have understood this well
when he left the rebels and joined Jesus’s disciples.

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of
your spices-mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters
of the law-justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter,
without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow
a camel.” (Matthew 23:23, 24) Jesus rejected the pharisee’s emphasis on physical
worship like giving their tithe instead of a spiritual focus on justice, mercy, and
faithfulness. These days many churches, especially in Western countries, focus on
tithe for different reasons. Yes, a church is considered by the government as a
business entity and a nonprofit organization with paid staff, so they have to have a
positive financial balance sheet to stay in business. So, it is normal that churches
have so many activities such as events and giveaways in order to attract people in
order to increase their income through effective marketing skills. After all they have
to keep up with the maintenance and upgrading of huge church buildings and their
staff’s salary. Also, they have missionary trips all over the world, they have book
publishing, radio and TV programs, and podcasts. At times they also provide for
poor and needy families at the church. These are all necessary and good, but they
are not the main reason for the existence of the church. Paul says: “But | have not
used any of these rights. And I am not writing this in the hope that you will do such
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things for me, for | would rather die than allow anyone to deprive me of this boast.
(bringing Good News as a volunteer) For when | preach the gospel, | cannot boast,
since | am compelled to preach. Woe to me if | do not preach the gospel! If | preach
voluntarily, | have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust
committed to me. What then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel |
may offer it free of charge, and so not make full use of my rights as a preacher of the
gospel.” (1 Corinthians 9:15-19 NIV) In prosperity churches the emphasis is on
giving and it shall be given to you and plant seeds and you will have abundant
harvest. The encouragement here is if you want to be prospered, you need to give
your tithes and offerings. Not only there are so many verses in the Bible that they
use to back up this teaching, they also give testimony after testimony that the
principles of tithing work in the New Testament as much as they did in the Old
Testament. That reminds me of wealthy churches like in Laodicea (Revelation 3:17
NIV) and of course, there are churches that have fallen from the other side of the
roof and they think poverty is a sign of spirituality and they also have many verses
to back up their teaching. Maybe the church of Smyrna was such an example.
(Revelation 2:9 NIV) But God encourages us to moderation. (Philippians 4:5 KJV)

Jesus said, “What is written in the Law? “How do you read it?”” (Luke 10:26 NIV)

Yes, God wants to bless His children, and He always does it abundantly with
generosity. Yes, planting seeds is the first step in expectation of a harvest. Yes, the
tithe and offering worked as they should have in the Old Testament. And yes,
godliness with contentment is great gain. (1 Timothy 6:6-11 NIV) But there is a
balance in all of the verses about finance and giving. One of the main Characteristics
of a believer is generosity, which comes from heart and is quickened by Holy Spirit.
That makes the person a cheerful giver. In the Old Testament God gave His people
613 laws through Moses. His laws were detailed and precise as we can read them in
Torah. When people obeyed God to follow the law precisely, they received blessings
and if they disobeyed God, they became the receivers of curses.

Unlike in the west, especially in recent decades where people have chosen individual
rights and living, in the Middle East people have lived with community respect for
generations. In the Old Testament, the people of the Middle East brought tithes and
offerings to the temple and their living were dependent on the temple system. That
Is why people were scared on account of the pharisees to come to Jesus, because if
they did and they were cast out from the temple, they couldn’t live in that community
both financially and socially. (John 9:20-34 NIV)
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Second Chronicles 31 talks about king Hezekiah, who was a good king that tried to
implement all the systems in the temple according to God’s law, including the
financial system. In this chapter we read that the tithes and offerings were collected
and under supervision of the chosen people were very precisely distributed not only
among priests and Levites all over the kingdom, but to those who entered the temple
(verses 14-19 NIV). In the New Testament, all believers are called kings and priests,
but we don’t act financially or ceremonially in the church as priests did in the Old
Testament temple. So, in the New Testament why we think we can take half of the
law about the tithes and offerings seriously and precisely, while discarding the other
half about its purpose and how to use it? (Revelation 1:6 NIV) | have seen many
churches, especially in the West that zealously emphasize volunteerism,
membership, giving tithes and offerings, a month of pastor appreciations, formal
theology education from their denomination and valid certification, and even
promoting political candidates. But the needs of believers only make it to the list of
prayers to a few people in their prayer chain. Sometimes | see an immediate financial
need on the list that comes back again and again, and | think, it is so easy for God to
meet that need, but maybe He doesn’t, because we need to do our part, and He is
expecting us as a church to meet that need. Of course, | also have seen people use
and abuse churches over and over due to their own lack of responsibility in their
financial management. That is why pastors encourage people to refer people in need
to the leaders and they have a benevolent account to use for those circumstances.
The efficiency of this practice all depends on the condition of the hearts of the leader
and their spiritual discernment. From my experience, the efficiency is not high. In
first century, churches the emphasis was on discerning spiritual gifts, mentorship in
God’s word and laying hands on those who have the right heart for God’s work
instead of having membership and denominational certificates. Actually, there was
no denomination back then. Don’t be surprised if I say that according to my research,
there are people who aren’t born again, but they choose to be a pastor. After they
graduate from one of the divinity schools, they get hired by the related denomination
and start their job as a church pastor. | wonder when Jesus looks at our twenty first
century churches all over the world, does He see His work and his main purpose in
process? And is He pleased?

Leviticus 7:15 says that when people brought a peace offering, they and their
household ate it along with the priests on the same day. In Malachi 3:10-12 when he
Is talking about bringing tithes and offerings to temple, the reason is so the temple
doesn’t run out of food for the community, not to make all kinds of T-shirts with
religious slogans. Malachi dared people to test God in the matter of tithing, because
when people do their part, God will definitely do His part and there won’t be any
lack for His people. That was in the Old Testament and that was the way the temple
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was managed by God’s law. Also, when Jesus told Pharisees not to neglect that
principle, it was because New Testament hadn’t been started and Jesus wasn’t
crucified and resurrected yet. After His death, He took His blood to the Father and
paid the price for our sins and then the New Testament started. Probably that is why
He told His disciples that they would do greater things than Him in the flesh (in the
new covenant). (John 14:12-13 NIV) (John 20:17 NIV) (Matthew 28:9-10 NIV)

In the New Testament, after Jesus was ascended to Heaven, He sent Holy Spirit and
baptized His disciples with spiritual fire and the church was born. Again because of
community minded culture and the way Jesus had lived with them in last three years,
when the church started with three thousand converts, everybody lived together and
brought whatever they had including the money they received for selling their houses
and gave them to the leaders of the church. The leaders were stewards of the finances
and they all lived together and were provided for without anybody on payroll or
anybody lacking for any need. They also cast lots for their decisions that we don’t
(Acts 1:26 NIV). | think this was a transition stage before everybody becomes a
mature disciple and be a financial steward for whatever God (the owner) has trusted
them to manage. (Acts 2:41-47 & 4:32-37 & 6:1-7 NIV) Otherwise, we can’t pick
and choose their actions like choosing the tithe and not casting lots. Plus, from God’s
point of view, even in the Old Testament, giving tithes even as often as every three
days and bringing gifts even on a daily basis didn’t guarantee blessings and
prosperity. (Amos 4:5-12)

I think taking detailed and precise Old Testament law, Malachi’s warning, and Jesus’
command to Pharisees about tithing, and applying them to the churches in current
Western countries, is taking God’s word out of the context of His purpose and
making it a rule. That takes people back to religion and ritual practices. By doing so,
we put unnecessary burden on people giving them a guilt trip to give. Then those
who give their tithes and offerings would rely on their works and would be proud
(Luke 18:9-12). Or they won'’t see the blessings that they expected, weakening their
faith as a result. | have seen people in both groups. This never accomplishes God’s
purpose of training disciples as cheerful giver, as with all the preaching about this
subject, still only about four percent of believers pay their tithes and offering. The
New Covenant’s purpose was training disciples who lead by Holy Spirit and give
everything and carry their cross following Jesus by faith that He is with them and
provides for them and makes them conqueror in any situation according to His will
and promises. Like everything else in personal relationship with God, giving has to
be between God and His child through conviction of Holy Spirit. That reminds me
of some Jewish leaders in the first century church, who insisted on putting the burden
of law on the shoulder of new Gentile believers. They said, the new believers must
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be circumcised in order to be a true Christian. But apostles, especially Peter
convinced them that God’s grace doesn’t require them to go back to the law. (Acts
15:1, 22-29). Paul also was very careful not to put financial burdens on believers by
asking them to give tithe or following an Old Testament rule. He encouraged them
to be generous and cheerful givers and he was a good example of that himself. (1
Corinthians 16:1-4 NIV) (2 Corinthians 8:3-5, 9:5, 11:8-9 NIV) (Acts 20:32-36
NIV) In all these chapters and verses you don’t see any number or percent or any
law except for being mindful of your brothers and sisters’ needs and being cheerful
giver. God Himself blesses His church! He praised those who not only were cheerful
givers but almost begged him to take their goods regardless of their own needs and
not out of compulsion.

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the
outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-
indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the
outside also will be clean. (Matthew 23:25, 26) “Jesus means when you care about
spiritual matters and put those first, the worldly matters like your outside appearance
automatically will be pleasant as well. In another words, put the engine in front of
the train and put the caboose at the end not vice versa, because then you won’t go
anywhere or you will go backwards. Of course, being hypocritical is not a monopoly
of pharisees. Anybody, Christian or non-Christian, can be a hypocrite at times. In
the flesh people generally are self-centered and proud and not considerate of others’
welfare and feelings. They look after their own image and profit, which can make
anybody to be a hypocrite when opportunity arrives to feed that interest. And God
forbid if people with this kind of attitude have power and authority over others,
whomever they might be, as their double standard can be very destructive. They can
be the leaders of countries, churches, communities, businesses, or families. People
who are ruled by the Holy Spirit, like Jesus have a servant heart, but those who are
ruled by flesh, have the tendency to rule over others even if that means promoting
slavery or justifying keeping a human zoo, which has happened many times during
the history of humanity even as latest as half century ago. People gained a lot of
wealth from this business and when it became illegal, they lost their fortune. But,
losing their fortune and legal boundaries didn’t change their hearts. Many times, they
even passed on their culture of control, supremacy, and even destruction of others to
their descendants. And sometimes these descendants created cults based on the same
standards by which their ancestors lived. Jesus said that in last days many people act
in the flesh, but His disciples must be awake and live in spirit and truth loving each
other. This is how people know the followers of Christ. (John 13:35 NIV) (1
Thessalonian 5:6 NI1V)
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“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of
the bones of the dead and everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you
appear to people as righteous but, on the inside, you are full of hypocrisy and
wickedness.” (Matthew 23:27, 28 1VV) God can see in and out of each one of us. Jesus
was telling them that they have two faces, one in public and one in private and He
cares more about people’s private face, which in their case wasn’t right with God.
These words and the seed that was planted in their hearts prepared many of them to
come to Christ after His resurrection. (Acts 6:7 NI1V)

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs
for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. And you say, ‘If we had
lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in
shedding the blood of the prophets.” So, you testify against yourselves that you are
the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. Go ahead, then, and complete
what your ancestors started! (Matthew 23:29-32 NIV)” Jesus knew that they were
planning to kill Him and as much as they denied it, they kept going with their plan
and they were waiting for the right opportunity. (Mark 3:6 NIV)

Here Pharisees and Sadducees received seven woes from Jesus for their pride and
hypocrisy (Seven is the number of Completeness). In fact, it wasn’t Jesus who cursed
them, because He said He didn’t come to judge, but to save people. (John 12:47
NIV) It was the Pharisees’ choice of curse over blessing, which was brought to them
by rejecting Jesus Christ. (Deuteronomy 30:19 NIV) The fact that Jesus was so
passionate about Pharisees’ intentions makes this subject a serious matter and is
worthy of our undivided attention and awareness, because these curses aren’t limited
to the Pharisees. Like what yeast does to the dough, it expands to the community
and to the next generations.

Paul also was a Pharisee and persecuted Christians till he met Jesus, and he became
His follower preaching His gospel and planting churches among Gentiles. Like
Jesus, he also warned the leaders about the wrong teachings. It seems that he had in
mind that if he didn’t warn them and they slumbered, he had their blood on his hands.
When Paul was in Miletus, he sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. "From
Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. When they arrived, he
said to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first
day | came into the province of Asia. | served the Lord with great humility and with
tears and in the midst of severe testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents. You
know that | have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but
have taught you publicly and from house to house. I have declared to both Jews and
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Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.
“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will
happen to me there. | only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that
prison and hardships are facing me. However, | consider my life worth nothing to
me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given
me-the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. “Now I know that none
of you among whom | have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me
again. Therefore, | declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of
you. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. Keep watch
over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.
Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. | know
that after | leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.
Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw
away disciples after them. So be on your guard! Remember that for three years |
never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. (Acts 20:17-31 NIV)
Paul was doing his God given duty. It seems this duty, like the one in Ezekiel 43:10-
12, belonged to humanity throughout the history. Because even in the Old Testament
Ezekiel says we have to know the ultimate temple, Jesus, and make Him known
through one law, being holy in Him!

The Apostle John also warned the churches about wrong teachings. (2 John 7-11)
When he was exiled in Patmos, he had a dream about seven churches (the seven
churches in Revelation are symbolic of all churches in all times.). God told him to
tell the churches to guard against wrong teachings. For example, he told the church
in Pergamum to be aware of the teaching of Balaam and Nicolaitans. The teaching
of Balaam was compromising morals like sexual sins or eating food sacrificed to
idols and so on. The Nicolaitans were also deceitful and appear to have had similar
teachings. (Revelation 2:14-15 NIV) (Numbers 25:1-3 and 31:15-16NI1V) So, there
are always some Christian leaders, who are not good shepherds and deceive people
for their own name and own gain. (John 12:19 NIV) (John 11:47, 48, 52 NIV) As
they say: everything that shines is not gold! (2 Corinthians 11:13,14)

As we have seen, during the history of Christianity there have been many
persecutions from the enemies, but none of them were able to ruin Christ’s and
Christians’ reputation or keep people away from worshiping the true God. (Romans
8:35) Fake Christians, hypocrite Christians, religious Christians, and political
Christians especially among the leaders, intentionally or unintentionally could cause
people to stay away from anything to do with God and not to be interested in
knowing Him, much less worshiping Him. Most Christians have experienced that
many times when they evangelized, people mentioned some wrongdoings, pride, and
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hypocrisy in some Christians and excused themselves from hearing God’s word. But
the truth is if they really wanted to do research on any faith, they needed to focus on
two things, the book and the one who gave the book in that faith. For example, only
Jesus and the Bible can present true Christianity. People in any faith can wrongly
represent that faith and they can’t be the reason for our decision about that faith. (2
Peter 2:1-3 NIV)

As Christians we have responsibility to present the truth and be doers of the truth. In
the Old Testament the law was ruling God’s people, and the priests were the leaders
to make sure that the law was kept according to and exactly as God had instructed
Moses. But over and over the leaders, priests and kings, were corrupted to the point
that they didn’t leave any choice for God, but to punish them harshly. (2" Chronicles
36:14-16 NIV is one of many examples.) God was so sad that His people, especially
the leaders were not wise enough to follow the law. He gave visions to His prophets
like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, who lived around 570 BC, and told them how sad He was
to see people making wrong choices. He told Jeremiah that if His people truly repent,
He will give them shepherds after His own heart, who will lead them with knowledge
and understanding. (Jeremiah 3: 15 NIV)

Once Ezekiel was sitting in his house with the leaders of Judah. He had a vision in
which God took him to the temple in Jerusalem. God showed Ezekiel what the
leaders were doing in secret. They were doing utterly detestable things that would
drive God far from His sanctuary and they kept making it worse. Then God took him
to the other side of the temple and showed him a hole in a wall and asked him to
enter. He did and saw portrayed all over the walls of all kinds of crawling things and
unclean animals and all the idols of Israel. In front of them stood seventy elders of
Israel. Each had a censer in his hand, and a fragrant cloud of incense was rising. God
said; have you seen what the elders of Israel are doing in the darkness, each at the
shrine of his own idol? They say, ‘The Lord does not see us; the Lord has forsaken
the land. God said, you will see them doing things that are even more detestable.
Then Ezekiel saw women sitting there, mourning the god Tammuz (An Idol who
was god of fertility). God said, you will see things that are even more detestable than
this. There He showed him about twenty-five men with their backs toward the temple
of the Lord and their faces toward the east, they were bowing down to the sun in the
east. Then God said, “isn’t that enough that they are doing all these bad things that
they must also fill the land with violence and continually arouse my anger? Look at
them putting the branch to their nose! (They cause their own pain and bleeding.)
Therefore, | will deal with them in anger; | will not look on them with pity or spare
them. Although they shout in my ears, | will not listen to them.” (Ezekiel 8 NIV)
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God said He will listen to them according to the number of their idols. That meant
as the number of idols go up the answers to their prayers go down. (Ezekiel 14:4N1V)

Another time the Lord told Ezekiel to prophesy against the shepherds of Israel;
“prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Woe to you
shepherds of Israel who only take care of yourselves! Should not shepherds take care
of the flock? You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the
choice animals, but you do not take care of the flock. You have not strengthened the
weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the
strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally. So, they
were scattered because there was no shepherd, and when they were scattered, they
became food for all the wild animals. My sheep wandered over all the mountains
and on every high hill. They were scattered over the whole earth, and no one
searched or looked for them. “Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord:
As surely as | live, declares the Sovereign Lord, because my flock lacks a shepherd
and so has been plundered and has become food for all the wild animals, and because
my shepherds did not search for my flock but cared for themselves rather than for
my flock, therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: This is what the
Sovereign Lord says: | am against the shepherds and will hold them accountable for
my flock. I will remove them from tending the flock so that the shepherds can no
longer feed themselves. | will rescue my flock from their mouths, and it will no
longer be food for them.”

‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: | myself will search for my sheep and look
after them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so
will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were
scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. | will bring them out from the nations and
gather them from the countries, and | will bring them into their own land. | will
pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in
the land. I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will
be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they
will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will tend my sheep
and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign Lord. | will search for the lost and
bring back the strays. | will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the
sleek and the strong | will destroy. | will shepherd the flock with justice. “As for
you, my flock, this is what the Sovereign Lord says: | will judge between one sheep
and another, and between rams and goats. Is it not enough for you to feed on the
good pasture? Must you also trample the rest of your pasture with your feet? Is it not
enough for you to drink clear water? Must you also muddy the rest with your feet?
Must my flock feed on what you have trampled and drink what you have muddied
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with your feet? “Therefore, this is what the Sovereign Lord says to them: See, |
myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you shove with
flank and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven
them away, | will save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. | will judge
between one sheep and another. | will place over them one shepherd, my servant
David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd.

| the Lord will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I the
Lord have spoken. “I will make a covenant of peace with them and rid the land of
savage beasts so that they may live in the wilderness and sleep in the forests in safety.
I will make them and the places surrounding my hill a blessing. I will send down
showers in season; there will be showers of blessing. The trees will yield their fruit
and the ground will yield its crops; the people will be secure in their land. They will
know that | am the Lord, when | break the bars of their yoke and rescue them from
the hands of those who enslaved them. They will no longer be plundered by the
nations, nor will wild animals devour them. They will live in safely, and no one will
make them afraid. | will provide for them a land renowned for its crops, and they
will no longer be victims of famine in the land or bear the scorn of the nations. Then
they will know that I, the Lord their God, am with them and that they, the Israelites,
are my people, declares the Sovereign Lord. You are my sheep, the sheep of my
pasture, and I am your God, declares the Sovereign Lord.” (Ezekiel 34 NIV) (Psalm
23 NIV) These verses are in the Old Testament and the prophesies and warnings are
mainly for Israelites. However, on another level they also apply as examples to
God’s people in all times. In the New Testament, born again Christians are called
God’s people. (Galatians 3:28, 29 NIV) God Himself is at all times the good
shepherd. Jesus, His Son, introduced Himself as the good shepherd and the head of
the church. God’s children (born again Christians) are considered as sheep of His
flock. But they are also called to be shepherds, especially the ones that have been
called and anointed for being pastors and shepherds of God’s flock. (John 10 NIV)
They also need to give account to God for the kind of shepherd they are. Like when
Jesus before ascending to heaven asked Peter three times if he loved Him, that Peter
must shepherd His flock. (John 21:15-18 NIV) Peter not only showed his love for
the Lord by shepherding His flock, also he advised others to do the same. (1 Peter 5
NIV)

In the Old Testament, God called two people as His chosen shepherds, King David
of Israel as a symbol of a Jewish shepherd (Ezekiel 34:23-24 NIV), and King Cyrus
of Persia as a symbol of a Gentile shepherd (Isaiah 44:28). They both fulfilled God’s
desire and brought pleasure to God by being obedient and selfless in taking care of
His people. (Ezra 1:1-4 NIV) So, it was God’s heart to look after His people through
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shepherds after His heart in the Old Testament. Then Jesus, the ultimate good
shepherd, came and fulfilled all the symbols and prophesies in the Old Testament.
He gave His life for His sheep and made the new covenant with them, so they could
follow His example. As in the Old Testament, in the New Testament He appointed
pastors and leaders to shepherd His flock after His heart. He made His children kings
and priests. That was the act of God himself (Trinity), but being a good shepherd
after God’s heart is our part to fulfil.

When Jesus came to Earth, He faced the Pharisees and Sadducees, the leaders of His
law. They had used the same spiritual yeast as previous bad priests in the Old
Testament, who didn’t follow God’s word that said.

“Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds;
for riches do not endure forever, and a crown is not secure for all generations. When
the hay is removed and new growth appears and the grass from the hills is gathered
in, the lambs will provide you with clothing, and the goats with the price of a field.
You will have plenty of goats’ milk to feed your family and to nourish your female
servants.” (Proverbs 27:23-27 NIV). This means that instead of focusing on money
and power, you are called to take care of God’s flock. If you do your job with a heart
after God’s, you will not be left with unmet needs.

When Jesus completed the law with love and grace and paid the price of all the
iniquity of humanity with His precious blood on the cross, died, rose from death,
ascended to Heaven, and He gave His name to us, His children. It doesn’t matter if
we officially pastor a church or not, we are representative of Jesus because we carry
His name and we have to represent His attitude of a good shepherd.

During Christian history there has been many unknown shepherds, who gave
everything they had including their lives for their sheep. Also there have been well
known shepherds that as God describes them, only care about themselves. To know
them, we need spiritual discernment that comes from the Holy Spirit. Let’s seek this
crucial gift for sake of discerning our own faults and correct them, and to know the
difference between the real shepherds and the fake ones (wolves). God is always
very clear and has put two choices in front of us, blessing and curse, and He asks us
to choose blessing. It is easy to discern between black and white. But when it comes
to gray, that is manmade, a mixture of different ratios of blessings and curses, we
need discernment. | realized this more when one day | went to an art store to buy a
gray pencil to finish my drawing. The seller offered me a box of twelve pencils in
all different shades of gray. Until that day I didn’t know there were that many shades
of grey. The artists could differentiate between them only through their trained eyes.
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The same with Christians who only can discern spirits through their spiritual eyes
trained by the Holy Spirit.

If you are a born-again Christian, regardless of your ethnicity and nationality in this
world, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light.” (1Peter 2:9 NIV) This requires you to follow Psalm 1:1-3
“Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way
that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of
the Lord, and who meditates on his law, day and night. That person is like a tree
planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not
wither— whatever they do prospers.” So, like Paul, “I pray that the eyes of your
heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people.” (Ephesians 1:18 NIV)
Also “This is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge
and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure
and blameless for the day of Christ.” (Philippians 1:9-10) Amen!
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If you truly are in Christ, you won’t be left behind!

(1 Corinthians 11:23-33)
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